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MINI BLIND CLEANING SUPPORT SYSTEM 
CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

This application claims the beneJGt of the inventor's Provisional Application No. 
60/260,303, filed 01/08/2001. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention rdates generally to mini blind cleaning and particularly to a 
support system that enables a mini blind to be tenq)orarily supported in an area where it may be 
subjected to a thorough cleaning, including the use of soBip and water, without mess. 

Mini blinds of all varieties are in common usage today as window coverings. As 
is well known, a mini blind consists of arigid^line from which a plurality of horizontally 
di^osed slats is supported for limited rotational movement to provide a desired shade effect, ft 
should be noted that the tenn '"mini blind'^ as used herein is intended to enconq>ass all types of 
Venetian blinds which include a plurality of parallel light blocking slats that are movable in 
unison. The slats of the mini blind may also be conventionally raised or lowered in a progressive 
manner. For example, the slats may be fully raised for ease of installation and removal of the 
mini blind. 

Mini blinds are difficult to clean and a variety of specialized tools are available 
for dusting and vacuuming the mini blmd. A thorough cleaning, however, generally requires the 
use of soap and water^ or other liquid cleaner. The attendant mess genially restricts the cleaning 
to out of doors^ or to a bathtub or shower environment. The task is quite difficult since there is 
no readily available means to siq>port the mini blind for cleaning. Also a mini blind is difficult 
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to raise and lower wdien sq^arated from its support. Further, the unsupported mini blind is 
cumbersome when fiilly extended, as it.must be to enable the individual slats to be properly 
cleaned. There is also the added danger of a person being injured by the thin slats, \^ch are 
often made of metal. The present invention affords a simple, inexpensive solution to these 
5 problems associated with thorough cleaning of mini blinds. 
OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

A.princq)al object of the invention is to provide an inqiroved cleaning system for 

mini blinds; 

, , Another object of the mvention is to provide a terq^orary support system for 

Ig facilitating the thorough cleaning of mini blinds. 

W 

M SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

ry In accordance with the invention, a plurality of suction mounted supports is 

Q 

f ^ provided for supportmg the spine of a mini blind in an environment, such as over a bathtub or m 

as : 

Lj: a shower stall, that permits wet cleaning thereof The inventive stracture includes a pan of end 
L^, supports, each including a bottom, a side and a front portion, for restricting movement of the 

supported spine during cleamng. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other objects andadvantages of the invmtion will be apparent upon readmg the 

foUowtag descrq)tion in conjunction with the drawings in which: 
20 FIG I sIlows the support system of the invention si^porting a mini blind for 

cleaning; 
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FIGs 2, 3 and 4 are front, right and left side elevations of the right end support of 
the invention, re^ectively; 

FIGs S, 6 and? are corresponding elevations of the left end support; 

FIGs 8 and 9 are a front and left side elevation of the intermediate support of the 

S invention; and 

FIG 1 6 is a partial perfective view of the support system mounted on a tiled wall 
in position to receive a mini blind ft>r cleaning. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to FIG 1, a mini blind 10 is shown (hi simplified form and not to scale) 

1^ supported for cleanmg.by the siq>port^stem of the invention. Mini blind 10 includes a 

W 

Si horizontally disposed rigid ^ine 12 and a plurality of slats 14 supported from ^ine 12 by three 

ru support tapes 16. The tapes^ which are sinqily depicted by lines, are well known and fimction to 

s support the slats for limited rotational movement, in imison, in response to operation of a control 

J—— 

lever or otiier suitable device (not shown). Movement of siq)port tapes 16 rotates the slats 14 to 
^ control the amount of light admitted by the mini blind. A draw cord 18 controls the progressive 

TSSS 

raising and lowermg of the slats of themini blmd, all in a well known manner. 

Spine 12 is supported at its ends by a right end support 20 and a lefi end support 
30 and at its middle by an intermediate siQ)port 40. The supports are in tum secured to a flat; 
preferably vertical, wall or sur&ce by means of suction cups 50. Further reference to FIGs 3 
20 ihrough.9 may be madeibr thefollowing descrq)tion of siq>ports 20, 30and 40. Right end 
support 20, left end support 30 and intermediate support 40 each include a back portion 22, 32 
and 42, respectively, and a bottom portion 24, 34 and 44, re^ectively. The back portions define 
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a pair ofV-^bsped keyholes 21,23, 31,33 and 41,43, respe^ygly,^ vAdch suctiw cups 50 are 
secured. . Each of the supports also includes a^b^om portion 24, '^4^d that 
extends at right ai^es from its re^ective ba^jgsxtunir The ri^^odleil end supports 20 and 
y 30 also include side portions\24 and 34,^ rei^ectively, and front portions 26 and 36, re^ectively, 
^1 that define (q>CT sided encloses for loosely captivating die rads of the spine of mini blind 10, 

fy with the front and side portions restricting longitudinal and transverse longitudinal movement of 

O 

3 the ^ine. The suction cups 50 are conventional and include lifting tabs 52 for readily releasing 

» 3 
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them from the wall or sur&ce by breaking the suction seal that secures thent As is best seen in 

r iff 

^. .f 

the partially broken away front wall 26 of right md support 20 of FIG 2 and in FIG 8, indicia 25, 
10 35 and 45 are molded into the back supports for assisting.in aligning the supports on a tiled wall 
having horizontally disposed grout lines. The supports are preferably molded of plastic material 

FIG 10 ^ows a portion, of a shower stall or badi wall .60 having smooth sur&ce 
tiles 62 that are arranged in a pattern defined by horizontally disposed grout lines 64 and 
vertically disposed grout Imes 66. Right end siq)port 20, lefi.end aipport 30 and intermediate 
15 support 40 are positioned with their respective suction cups on associated ones of tiles 62 with 
the back supports being vertically aligned with the vertical, grout lines 66 and horizontally 
aligned by means of indicia 25, 35 and 45, respectively, with the horizontal grout lines 64. The 
spacingbetween the end supports.20 and 30 is determined by the length of the spline 10 of the 
mini bliad, and the intermediate support is positioned to coincide with the middle of the spline. 
20 When so positioned, the mini blind may be readily and securely hung by the supports 20, 30 and 
40 and manq)ulated as necessary for thorough cleaning. Thorough cleaning with soap and water 
or other suitable, liquid cleaner may thus be carried out in the shower^ath environment. It will 
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of course be appreciated that cleaning of the nuni blind may also be performed by iising the 
support system on any smooth surface, for exan^le an outdoor patio door or large window. 

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that die physical size of the 
supports is not critical to the invention and the following dimensions are for reference purposes 
only, hi the prefeired embodiment, the back portions are 3 3/4" x 1 1/S", die bottom portions 
extend outwardly 1 3/4'* and the fix)nt portions are 1" high. The suction cups are 1 3/4" in 
diametCT. The thickness of the siqjports is 3/32". 

What has been described is a novel support syi^em for &cilitating the cleaning of 
a mini blind, fi is recognized that numerous changes to the desmbed embodiment of the 
invention will be apparent without departing ftom its true spirit and scope. The invention is to be 
limited only as defined in the claims. 


